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Translational research and diabetes :
the odyssey of medical innovation 

The many steps that led us to a crazy idea - from treating type 1 
diabetes through cell transplantation - to effective therapy and 
health insurance coverage, will be presented at this lecture.
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 François Pattou is 54 years old. En-
tered as a student at the school of medi-
cine of Lille in 1984, he became professor 
of general surgery in 2002, then head of 
the department of general and endocrine 
surgery at the Lille University Hospital in 
2006. Since 2001, he has head of the UMR 
859 “Biotherapies of diabetes”, an INSERM 
research team, part of the excellence la-
boratory LABEX EGID (European genomic 
institute for diabetes). For 20 years, his re-
search has focused on the development of 
new interventional treatments for diabetes 
and metabolic diseases, and more particu-
larly on cell therapy and metabolic surge-
ry. François Pattou has obtained as prin-
cipal investigator more than 30 research 
contracts with French institutional partners 
(PIA, PHRC, ANR) and international (FP7, 
IMI, JDRF). This research has given rise to 
250 international publications. François 
Pattou has also received several awards 
including a grand prize from the Academy 
of Medicine for his work on cell therapy for 
diabetes. He coordinates several clinical 
trials for the surgical treatment of type 2 
diabetes and obesity. 
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